
The boldness of strength, w
ith w

hich
these larger pieces have been carved,
relates back to som

e of the earlier w
ork 

of Jacob Epstein. The blank, w
hite face

has sim
ilarities to the w

ork of the 
contem

porary British sculptor Stephen Cox
w

ho w
as greatly inspired by Indian 

sculpture.

Jean Parker’s w
ork has a m

editative,
focussed quality w

hich is rare at a tim
e

w
hen m

any figurative artists have chosen
to deal w

ith the vulnerability of the hum
an

body in a m
ore violent and abject

m
anner.

M
andy H

avers

Request for the free loan of these sculptures and 
arrangem

ents for w
orkshops based on them

 can 
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m
ent

The Lodge W
esthill, South D

rive,
Selly O

ak, Birm
ingham

, B29 6W
E

Tel. 0121-472 7980/8000
Fax. 0121-415 8453

Em
ail. j.w

alm
sley@

btconnect.com
or dlw

ebb@
btconnect.com

w
w

w
.w

esthilltrust.org

Charity N
o.1104735; Reg. Co. N

o.5127764

In this exhibition, Jean Parker
presents us w

ith a body of w
ork that is

rem
arkable for several reasons. First and

forem
ost, it w

as m
ade as a reflection

upon a period of illness and m
edical

treatm
ents and Jean’s desire to w

ork
w

ithin a range of feelings and em
otions

that she experienced during this tim
e.

She does this in w
ays that are not overtly

literal or m
aw

kish. The choices she has
m

ade in creating this w
ork underline her

integrity as a sculptor and the im
portance

of this in her life.

There is a collection of terracotta heads
that have an intim

ate, hand-w
orked

quality. They effectively record a sense
of fluctuating em

otions during a tim
e or

reduced physical strength. This w
ork has

an accessibility that Jean hopes can be
developed and used in the future as an
aid to people in sim

ilar circum
stances. The

m
ajor part of the exhibition is m

ade up of
an im

pressive group of large alabaster
heads and a dorm

ant figure developed
from

 the im
agery of the sm

all terracotta’s.

Jean’s careful selection of pink and w
hite

alabaster to w
ork w

ith is highly successful.
The reds and pinks are all too rem

iniscent
of flesh and w

ounds w
hilst the beautiful

translucence of the w
hite has an alm

ost
spiritual uplifting quality.

a review
contact us

G
o

o
d

 G
rie

f BALD STATEMENTS the exhibition
a collection of eight 
alabaster sculptures 
illustrating the feelings 
of grief and loss

From
 Sculptor

Jean Parker M
.A.

In association w
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m
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The exhibition w
as born as a reflection of

Jean Parker’s ow
n experience of cancer.

The eight sm
all terracotta heads em

erged

during the course of a seven-day silent

Retreat and present a pow
erful and unique

visual exploration of the grief process. 

The photographic and 3D
 im

ages in clay

and alabaster relate not only to loss of

health but to significant loss of any kind.

To com
plem

ent the exhibition, packs of

photographs and background m
aterial

are available as a valuable resource for

use by individuals or by groups in schools,

churches, hospitals, hospices, in training

and therapeutic situations.

The hope is that the exhibition and

photographic im
ages w

ill help stim
ulate

discussion and the understanding of 

pow
erful em

otions, w
hich can feel

overw
helm

ing. To see these im
ages as

transitional stages and part of a natural

process experienced by m
any m

ay prove

helpful and reassuring, offering glim
pses

of hope w
hen all seem

s lost.

1. D
EN

IAL
I’m

 all right...shocked - stunned
protective m

ask?

2. D
ISBELIEF 

no! pain, protest, indignation

3. Q
U

ESTIO
N

IN
G

w
hy? search for m

eaning, 
need to m

ake sense of...

4. AN
G

ER
rage, anguish realisation of grim

 
reality

5. D
EPRESSIO

N
deep sadness,despair, desolation

6. ACCEPTAN
CE

aw
areness facing the reality of 

loss

7. H
EALIN

G
m

oving on to a peaceful place

8. PEACE
life no longer defined by the loss

Jean Parker studied art as a m
ature 

student for four years in Coventry and later

com
pleted an M

.A. W
ith a background of

teaching and a fam
ily of four children, it

w
as not until m

idlife that the opportunity

arose for her artistic creative energies to

be given full expression. H
er affinity for

sculpture and gift as a m
odeler and carver

soon becam
e evident.

She w
orks in stone, clay and bronze. H

er

them
es are universal. Religion, psychology

and personal relationships provide an

endless source of inspiration expressed in

both figurative and abstract form
.

She exhibits w
idely and w

orks largely to

com
m

ission, lecturing, teaching and

conducting w
orkshops.
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Jean Parker, Sculptor

the exhibition
the process

the artist
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